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FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY—SEPTEMBER 4
On the first Sunday of the month, our church family
observes Food Pantry Sunday. Each family is asked
to bring a non-perishable food item which will be
given to the “Feed My Sheep” Food Pantry at the
Athens United Methodist Church. In July, 53 food
items were delivered. In August, 83 items were
taken. Thank you to Benjamin Fiske for taking the
food to the Methodist church. The Athens Methodist Church responds with this note:
Thank you for your recent donation of
food items to our “Feed My Sheep”
Food Pantry. May God bless you for
your faithful support of this community
ministry.
May the Lord repay you for what you have done.
May you be richly rewarded by the Lord.
Ruth 2:12a

NOTES from the MUSIC MINISTRY
·

·

THANK YOU! to the following who provided
special music for our Sunday worship service
May, June, July, & August: Julie Allis, Jerry
Cain, Laurel Mareck, Oliver McKeithan,
Bob Felt, Allan Frisk, Candace Carlson,
and Sue Hurd. We are also grateful for
Zachary Anderson who shared his talents with
his guitar during a visit home in May.
Special thanks to Janet Frisk for coordinating
the schedule as well as being the accompanist.

1. Where in the Bible is the one time the devil
quotes Scripture?

SEED FAITH CIRCLE
All women of the church are invited to a social
evening on Tuesday, September 20, 2022. Every
third Tuesday of the month, a group gathers at a
local restaurant to share a meal and fellowship.
This month, the group will go to Bishop’s Family
Restaurant on Route 220 in Ulster PA. If you would
like to carpool to the restaurant, meet in the church
parking lot at 5:30 pm. Otherwise, meet us at the
restaurant at 6 pm. If you plan to go, contact Wendy
McKeithan, 570-888-2683 (Church Office.)

2. The phrase “the skin of my teeth” is found
where?
3. Satan was called Lucifer once in the Bible.
Answers are on page five.

NEW ADDRESS FOR
MARK & JULIE ALLIS
Mark and Julie Allis are building a new home!
Their new address is:
2162 Cotton Hollow Road
Athens PA 18810

THANK YOU!
Thank you for your prayers and cards sent to me
during my surgery and recovery in July. Special
thanks to Pastor Paula for her extra help in the
Church Office. I am truly blessed with a caring
church family.
Wendy McKeithan
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PASTOR PAULA’S PAGE
Dear Church,

See you in September? I hope to – I would like to see things settle in as vacations and summer activities are ending, kids are back to school, and we are ready for a new season of
church activities.
Sunday School, a Lectionary Based Bible Study, will resume on September 25 once vacations are over. Sunday School starts at 9:15 and, although only 30 minutes long, our discussions around the scriptures and today’s culture are meaningful and informative. It is open to anyone highschool age or older. [16 to 95 and beyond].
The weekly bible study group will resume but on a different day, to accommodate the schedule of
some of our ladies. This group will begin on Wednesday, September 28 at 10 am. Our first six lessons will be
on “The Faith We Affirm: Basic Beliefs of Disciples of Christ” a book by Ronald E. Osborn. We will be doing a
deeper dive into the Affirmation of Faith which we recite in worship on the last Sunday of the month. All are
welcome to join us in the group – there is no cost.
In addition, I want to start a monthly Book Club to explore various topics of general interest. I will survey those interested as to the best day and time to begin this group. You will find a copy of that survey in this
newsletter as well as in the Sanctuary on Sunday Mornings – please let me know your interest.
Finally, I have completed all the necessary work and the regional Commission on Ministry has approved
my application for ordination. This is the fulfillment of a life-long goal and a very big-deal for me. The Ordination Service will be Sunday, October 23 in our sanctuary with a reception afterward. Please join me on that very
special day in my life and for the life of this church.
Blessings, Pastor Paula

*****************************************************************************
A WORD FROM THE PEWS
I plan on starting a book club in the fall, probably in October. The hope is to meet monthly and
discuss a book of interest while enjoying fellowship, beverages, and maybe dessert. If you are
interested would you mind answering two questions for me.
1. Would you be interested in topics other than pure bible study? i.e. taking a biblical view of
politics or talking about Gun Violence

2. Which day of the week would work best – my availability is evenings; Sunday, Monday,
or Wednesday – since this will be during winter months maybe 6 or 6:30. [I will go with
whatever works for the most to participate.]
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SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER 2022
ELDER: To Be Decided

STEWARDS : Melanie Setzer, Sue Hurd
*****************************************************************************************

GIVING REPORT FOR JULY & AUGUST

A VISION OF WHOLENESS
“We are the Beloved GOD is Waiting For”
Romans 8:18-24
This is the theme for the Reconciliation
Ministry Special Offering of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) that will be received on Sunday, September 25 and October 2, 2022. Reconciliation Ministry is the church wide mission fund
which supports programs and program partners that
enable full human flourishing for everyone in every
community.
Your generosity helped to support the Kirkpatrick Lecture Series of the Disciples of Christ
Historical Society in March 2022. Over 250 people
were able to participate in the conference and most
received generous support to be in attendance virtually or in-person. Participants gathered for this
conference under the theme “Visions of Wholeness:
Systemic Racism, Antiracism, and Reconciliation in
Our Shared History and Tradition.” The presentations and conversations that ensued during the conference were challenging and hopeful as the conference’s title. We wrestled with the truth of our brokenness and our need for healing of our fractured
humanity.
Reconciliation Ministry strengthens our capacity to be remembered, reconnected, and restored
as God’s beloved by disrupting racism and oppression. Your generosity funds grants and education
that promote restoration and healing, revealing the
children of God. Your financial gifts allow the
whole mission and ministry of our Church to realize
Visions of Wholeness because you are the beloved
that God is waiting for!
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The following income for our church came from the weekly
offering on Sunday and payments from the groups who use
our building weekly.
JULY
AUGUST
For Current Expenses ……... $5,251.00 ...... $7,877.00
Designated …………………….344.00...…… .592.65
World Outreach ………………..104.00...………..8.00
Local Outreach…………………154.00..……...288.00
Building Fund………………..$1,174.00…..$1,483.00
In May and June, our church participated in a Baby Bottle
Campaign for the benefit of the Endless Mountains Pregnancy Care Center. $575.39 was collected for this organization. They appreciate your contribution to their ministry.
Since July 3, $425.00 in coins and $1 bills were donated
through the Coins for a Cause. Thank you to a generous
donor who gave $343.86 of his coins! This collection will be
given to the Disciples Mission Fund of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ.)

THANK YOU TO ALL!!
So often no one can see
Your service for the Lord,
But know that Jesus sees the work
You’ve done for no reward
We just want to let you know,
We appreciated you too
And we are sure a heavenly reward
Is waiting there for you.
(Written by M.S. Lowndes)

INFORMATION for RADA CUTLERY
Coordinator Needed to Conduct Fundraiser for Church
A catalog has been received with information to coordinate a
fundraiser for our church. RADA Cutlery offers a wide
variety of products which include knives, seasonings, kitchen tools, cutting boards, party dips, and no-bake cheesecake
among others. All products are made in the USA. Forty %
of the profit will come back to the church. If you would like
to coordinate this fundraiser, see Wendy McKeithan.

OPERATION
CHRISTMAS CHILD

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
September 7—Amy Whyte
9—Steve Hurd, Jr.

For over twenty years, Samaritan’s
Purse, an international relief organization, has coordinated Operation Christmas Child.
Individuals are asked to fill a shoebox with various
items (School supplies, hygiene items, toys, etc) for
a boy or girl, 2-14 years of age. These boxes are
then sent to children in third world countries. This
has become a year around ministry for Samaritan’s
Purse.
· Brochures and decorative boxes will be available in the sanctuary as of October 2, 2022. You
may also use a regular shoebox or a plastic
shoebox. Please do not wrap the box.
· Each box costs $10.00 to ship. It is appreciated
if you pay for this cost. Place the money in the
envelope provided with the brochure and place
in the box, on the top. Checks can be written
payable to “Samaritan’s Purse.”
· Donations will be accepted for the boxes.
A container will be placed by the table at the
front door of the sanctuary.
· Please return boxes by November 13, 2022.
They will be delivered to a collection station
during National Collection Week,
November 14-21, 2022.

10—Marlene Enlow
21—Roman Rosh
23—Roger MacDowall
28—Krystle Valentine
30—Grace Rava
A birthday . . . a good time to begin anew: throwing
away the old habits, as you would old clothes, and
never putting them on again.
Bronson Alcott

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
September 2—Patrick & Mary Ann Musto
5—Bill & Amy Whyte
6 —Bill & Mary Flottemesch
14—Roman & Carol Rosh
15—Fred & Rachel Aguilar
22—John & Darci Baird
28—Brian & Tiffany Wendela
28—Kevin & Shannon Arensman

CELEBRATION SUNDAY!

CONDOLENCES

Celebration Sunday! will be observed on September
25, 2022. All those who have a birthday or anniversary
during this month will be recognized. Afterwards, refreshments will be available in Matthew’s Place. Bring
a favorite snack or dessert to share. Please stay for the
celebration!

Our church family would like to express their sympathy to the family and friends of:
à Charlene Roberts who passed away on June
13, 2022. She was the wife of David Roberts.
Charlene was a dedicated member of our church
sharing her cooking skills for many events.
à Jim Sprowls died on August 12, 2022. He was
the husband of Marcy Sprowls who died in
December 2021.
à Jeannette M. Ingraham, the mother of Jim
Barber (Bev Anderson) passed away at their
home on August 20, 2022.
May God bring peace and comfort to those who
mourn the loss of their loved ones.

THE FIRST DAY OF AUTUMN
THURSDAY
SEPTEMBER 22, 2022
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
¨

¨

INFORMATION FROM THE BRIDGE
of the Penn-York Valley Churches

Bradford County Organs and Organists, Past
and Present will be a one hour PowerPoint
program at the Bradford County Historical
Society at 109 Pine Street in Towanda PA
on Friday, September 16, 2022 at 6:00 pm.
The Sayre Christian Church will be a part of
this program as the coordinator requested
information about Tessa Moyer, the organist of
our church and choir director from 1931-1963.
Photographs were also taken of our organ
which came to our church in 1930.

If you are interested in learning how to manage your
finances God’s way, consider attending . . .

FAITH & FINANCES
Monday evenings 5:30-7:30 pm
September 12—November 28
(Simple meal—5:30-6 pm followed by 90 minute session)

The Pennsylvania Family Institute will host the
2nd Annual Pennsylvania March for Life to be
held in Harrisburg PA on Monday,
September 19, 2022 beginning at 11 am. Local
organizers from Bradford-Sullivan counties are
filling a bus to attend this rally. There is no cost
to attend with this group. A bus will depart from
Sayre at 6:15 am from the old K-Mart Plaza.
There will be a stop for dinner to return between
6-7 pm. More information is available on the
bulletin board at the Lincoln Street entrance.
Call Frank Socha at 570-772-6524 to place a
reservation on the bus. Leave a name, contact
number, and number of seats needed.

BABY NEWS!
Congratulations to Don and Krystle Valentine who
welcomed Harper Pheonix to their family on August 10, 2022. Harper weighed 7 lbs, 2 oz and measured 20 inches long. She is the granddaughter of
Richard and Pam Valentine. May God bless this
family as they share the journey ahead.
Jesus said, “Let the little children
come to me and do not hinder them,
for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these.”
Mark 10:14

At the Encounter Church
85 Freedom Lane, Milan PA
Cost is $15 (per individual/couple)
Refundable upon completion of the course
Contact Marion at 570-423-6351 or
FaithandFinances@thevalleybridge.org
to sign-up or for more information

NEW MINISTRY—ELDERCARE
The purpose of this ministry is to serve elders in our
community by identifying and satisfying unmet needs
while sharing God’s love. The needs being targeted
are personal items or services that are not being met
through others thereby bridging the gaps of life, The
Bridge’s mission. The Eldercare Team of The Bridge
has established a connection in each of the long-term
facilities in the Valley: Sayre Health Care Center,
Sayre Personal Care Residence, Elderwood (skilled
and assisted living) and Athens Nursing & Rehab
Center. A list of needed items has been provided if
you would like to donate to this new ministry. See
Wendy for a list of those donations. Or, you may send
a cash donation to The Bridge, P.O. Box 202, Sayre
PA 18840; designate “Eldercare.”

Answers:
1. The devil quotes Scripture in Psalm 91:11-12.
2. The phrase “the skin of my teeth” is found in
Job 19:20.
3. Satan was called “Lucifer” in Isaiah 14:12.
Trivia questions contributed by Marlene Enlow.
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Sayre Christian Church
427 South Keystone Avenue
Sayre, PA 18840-1527
Paula Kraus, Pastor
Church 1-570-888-2683
sayrechristianchurch@gmail.com
www.sayrechristianchurch.org

THE “CHURCH CANDLE”
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UPCOMING EVENTS SEPTEMBER 2022
September 4 Food Pantry Sunday
13 Church Board Meeting will not
be held— this month only
20 Seed Faith Circle meets at 6 pm
Bishop’s Family Restaurant/Ulster
(or 5:30 pm at church parking lot)

The mission of the Sayre Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is honor God, share the love of
Christ, and change lives ministering grace and peace.

25 Adult Sunday School Begins
At 9:15 am in Board Room
All are welcome!

Like us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/SayreChristian

25 Celebration Sunday!
After Worship: Fellowship/Refreshments
28 Bible Study Group
Wednesday at 10 am (NEW DAY!)
All are welcome!
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